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that the Civil Commissioner had been directed to
take immediate measures, in consultation with the
Councils and with the approval of local opinion in
all parts of the country, to frame definite proposals
with this object. In telegraphing it out to Bagh-
dad Mr. Montagu had acknowledged the summary
of the Baghdad committee report and had promised
to send further instructions as soon as it had been
considered. This showed clearly that he regarded
the policy outlined in his own announcement as
definitely decided upon, and that he wished it to be
published, notwithstanding the fact that it did not
entirely accord with the recommendations of the
Baghdad committee.
Colonel Wilson, on the other hand, appeared
reluctant to publish anything which would pre-
clude him from proceeding on the lines of the com-
mittee's report. He telegraphed on the 8th May
that the first portion of Mr. Montagu's announce-
ment had been anticipated by his own communi-
qut. The fact that His Majesty's Government
intended to institute a National Government in
Mesopotamia had moreover been telegraphed to
every town in the country by Nuri as Said. The
second portion of the announcement apparently
committed him to further specific consultation and
discussion with the people of the country. This
could have but one result, namely the winning
over of the Moderates during the coming month
of Ramadhan by the Extremist party, who were
demanding absolute independence. If during the
next seven days he could announce that His
Majesty's Government provisionally approved his
own proposals, there were grounds for hoping that
he would be able to count on the support of a strong
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